Press Release

From:  Athletic Club Northeast Fencing
Date:  November 26, 2005
Fencing news:  Atlanta Native Claims Victory at the World Cup in Germany

On Saturday, November 20, Athletic Club Northeast’s very own foil fencer Rocky Rothenberg, age 16, captured fifth place at the Cadet World Cup in Tauberbischofsheim, Germany.  Coached by Atlanta fencing coaches Walid Mahran and Hossam Hassan, Rothenberg triumphed over a field of 170 competitors from all over the world. 

In order to qualify to participate in European World Cups in fencing, U.S. Cadet (or under 16) fencers must be ranked among the top 12 Cadet-level fencers in the nation.  In order to reach this high rank, fencers must attend all the national circuit events in the U.S. and gain points by placing well at each of these tournaments.  At recent Cadet National tournaments, Rothenberg placed 3rd (Sacramento, Summer 2005), 11th (Miami, October 2005), and 17th (New Mexico, November 2005).  These combined results brought Rothenberg to be ranked as 11th in the U.S. in the Cadet division.  As part of the top 12 Cadet fencers in the U.S., she qualified to represent the United States at the Cadet World Cup in Budapest, Hungary, in October of 2005,  She placed in the top 24 in that tournament, which earned Rothenberg her first international points.  She then went on to represent the U.S. Cadet in Tauberbischofsheim, Germany, in November.  After two grueling days of fencing, she made it to the final 8 and emerged with a 5th place medal.
With this recent fifth place win at an international tournament, Rothenberg’s rank in the United States will jump considerably in the U.S., and she has a good chance of making the U.S. World Championship team.
This year has been good for Rothenberg:  at the Southeast Sectional competition held in Virginia, a fencing championship for the southern region of the United States, she captured the gold medal in both the Open Women’s Foil and the Junior Division (19 and under).  She then went on in the 2005 U.S. National Competition in Sacramento to capture the Bronze in Division IA and the Bronze in the Cadet competition.
In addition to her success in the November World Cup in Germany, Rothenberg has been invited, along with the top ten U.S. Cadet fencers, to train at an elite week-long fencing camp in Italy that will host the best of the best from all over Europe.  At the end of this camp, Rothenberg try her hand at the Junior World Cup (under 19) November 26-27, 2005.
