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Siobhan Morrissey 

- WEDNESDAY'S HIGHLIGHTS: In a breath-holding finish, the U.S. women's epee team defeated South Korea in sudden death in an early match. With 27 seconds remaining in overtime, Leslie Marx landed the fatal blow. But the U.S. team ended up in eighth. 

- WHAT'S NEXT: The U.S. women's foil team, ranked No. 1 in the world earlier this year, just might pull off a medal in today's competition (7:30 a.m. preliminaries, 3:25 p.m. finals). The favorites, of course, are the Italians, who won silver and bronze in women's individual foil. In men's foil (7:30 a.m. preliminaries, 3:25 p.m. finals), the Italians, French and Germans all look good. 

- OTHER NOTABLES: Atlanta's Nhi Lan Le fenced two bouts after pulling a muscle in her left leg. Le grimaced in pain and hopped on one leg at times. "If I didn't go on my whole team would lose," Le said after the event as medics wrapped her knee. "I had to go on. Maestro said if you fall down they are going to cancel the match." She attended the final medal matches on crutches. 

- THE FANS: A coterie of fans rushed up to Le after she was lifted from the elevated fencing strip by team captain Carl Borack. Some extended their tickets and the latest edition of Sports Illustrated for her to sign. 

- WHAT'S HOT: Spectators at the finals get to watch the action live and on video. Two 9-foot-square video walls on either end of the fencing strip show what's happening in enlarged detail, sometimes even showing slow-motion replays. 

- WHAT'S NOT: The Egyptian Olympic Committee. Although Egypt qualified to send a national fencing team to the Olympics, the country's Olympic committee declined to send anyone, leaving foil fencer Walid Mahran, who lives in Atlanta, in the lurch. He was an alternate on the men's foil team. Mahran offered to put up the other Egyptian fencers in his home. "I don't need money; I need to fence," he said in a last-minute push to compete in his hometown. 

- ON THE RECORD: Mahran attended the individual men's foil final Monday night, courtesy of the International Fencing Federation. "I had to leave. I cried because I cannot compete there," he said.
